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I am inclined to believe, from its habit and apparent gradation 
into (E. jruticosa, that the plant should be referred to that species, 
and labelled (Enothera frutieosa, L. var. humifusa. T. F. A. 

4. Solanum Fendleri, Gray. — At a late meeting of the Club, Mr. 
Bower exhibited some small tubers of this Solanum, raised in his 
garden. They were about the size of large peas. Mr. Bower sends 
us the following account of them : 

" Dr. Torrey very kindly sent me six small tubers, I suppose from 
native plants, growing wild in New-Mexico. 

" Dr. Torrey, in his note, says : ' It has been thought that as S. 
tuberosum bears only small tubers in its natural state, those by cul- 
tivation may give alike favorable result.' 

"I planted them in different situations, and from one tuber I 
gathered twelve, but no larger in size. The plant has a habit of 
sending underground shoots some distance, then sending up stems 
above ground, which, I think, is not the case with S. tuberosum. 

"In one instance the upright shoot came out of the top of a small 
mound composed of rotten wood, stones and soil, where I have Poly- 
podium incanum growing, four feet from where the tuber was 
planted. 

" As I know something of its habits, I shall pay more attention 
to it next year. 

" William Bower, 53 Fulton-street." 

I>; Epigsea Repsns, L. — This plant is found sparingly on Staten Island. 
The nearest point to the city, I believe, is Huguenot Station on -the 
Staten Island Kail-Road. Is there any other station nearer or 
more accessible where it grows in sufficient abundance to justify 
a May-flower party ? In relation to Epigsea, Mr. Thomas Hogg re- 
ports that he has seen it gathered in Japan, where also Brunella 
vulgaris is common. The latter is likewise a native of Europe. 

W. H. L 

6. Aristolocllia Serpentaria, L. — Mr. Wm. Bower has in his garden, 
in Newark, a plant of this species, which, besides the regular flower, 
sends up a number of small buds with flowers that do not open, 
somewhat in the manner of Specularia perfoliata, probably for self- 
fertilization. The same kind of flowers may be observed in the case 
of many well-grown wild plants of this species. These flowers, 
however, form perfect seed pods. The subject requires further in- 
vestigation. It would be interesting to examine whether Asarum 
Canadense has also two sorts of flowers. Mr. Bower was the first 
to call my attention to this peculiarity, and I cannot learn that it 
has ever been noticed before. Judging from the plants I have seen, 
it would appear that seeds in greater abundance, and perhaps more 
perfect, are produced by these hermaphrodite flowers. Mr. Bower 
will have an opportunity next summer to test this point. In the sim- 
ilar case of Amphicarpcea monoica, Nutt, I have found sometimes 
quite a number of pods with apparently well-formed seed. On the 



other hand, Apios tuberose, Moench, seems to compensate by its 
tubers ior the very frequent abortion of its ports. These plants, wit h 
others, Specularia, for example, afford au interesting subject lor 
investigation on this point. W. II. L. 

7. Lemna Valdiviann, Philippi, (L. Torreyi, Austin) grows in ponds 
near Patehogue, Long Island. Its habit is very similar to L. tri- 
sulca, growing under -water in masses. I have found only sterile 
plants. T. F. A. 

8. Nasturtium palustre, L. — The typical form (smooth, with oblong 
pods) seems to be quite common about New-York, especially along 
the Harlem Rail-Road; it is more abundant than the hispid variety. 

T. F. A. 

9. Arabis lavigata, DC, grows in abundance on the low, rocky 
ground just southeast of Yonkers. 

10. Fesperis matronal is seems thoroughly established, espeeially 
iu the ditches along the rail-roads. T. F. A. 

11. Bromus Slerilis, L., is very abundant along the Hudson River R. 
R., from Manhattanville to Yonkers. It comes very early and lasts 
but a short time ; only dead specimens can usually be obtained after 
June. ' ' " T. F. A. 

11 The Varian " Sycamore." more properly Plane-tree, which stood 
on the west, side of Broadway, between 26th and 27th streets, was 
cut down the first weekin November. Its diameter was more than 
four feet near the ground. Just at the street level there was a hol- 
low place on one side, but on the whole it seemed remarkably sound. 
Some one might give us a history of the stately old giant. Two 
young observers who counted the rings made out 95, but the rough- 
ness of the sections made accuracy difficult. 

13. Polymnia Uvedalia, L. — Dr. T. F. Allen found a small patch of 
this plant near the Weehawken Ferry in 1864. It was still to be 
found there this summer, but in danger of destruction, with the 
cliffs that sheltered it. Dr. Gray, by some accident, refers this lo- 
cality to P. Canadensis. There is no doubt about its being P. Uve- 
dalia. 

11. Books. — Dr. Torrey has received " Traite General de Bo- 
tanique," by MM. Le Maout and Decaisne, with upwards of 5,500 
illustrations by Steinheil and Riocreux. — T. F. A. has Hegelmaier's 
" Lemnaceen, with 16 plates. He makes three genera, Wolfia, 
(including Griffith's Grantia,) Lernna, and frpirodeto. L. Torreyi, 
Austin, was less perfectly described by Philippi, 1864, and named 
Valdiviana, from Valdivia, in Chili, where it was first found. — W. 
H. L. has C. K. SprengePs "Entdeckte Geheimniss," 1793; often 
quoted by Darwin. 

Subscriptions and communications received by "W. II. Leggett, 
224 E. lOth-street. 



